
Sunday, January 11, 2026 
The Baptism of the Lord 
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Live the Liturgy 
InspiraƟon of the Week 
John could not believe that Jesus would seek 
bapƟsm from him, a lowly mortal man. But our God 
is a humble God. He does not fear our weakness. 
He extends His hand, saying, “It is Įƫng.” So take 
His hand. Begin the work He has set our for you. 

 

Mark Your Calendars  
for the  

Annual Parish  
Spagheƫ 

Dinner 
Saturday, February 7th 

Two seaƟngs (5:00 pm & 7:15 pm) 
Watch your mail for informaƟon and return your 

reservaƟons as soon as you can! 
SeaƟng is limited and if you reply too late you may 

miss your chance to join in on a wonderful Ɵme! 

Catholic Life Explained 
QuesƟon: 
 At Ɵmes, temptaƟon seems so powerful 
that it is almost impossible to resist.  
How can I be stronger in my resolve to avoid 
sin and temptaƟon? 

Answer: 
 The saints have wriƩen that every human person 
desires the good. In a sense, we don’t desire sin 
itself. TemptaƟon is powerful because there is at 
least some bit of good in it. Even in the blackest of 
sin, there is something good that becomes twisted. 
We can look for good in sin when we feel it is lacking 
in our own life. When we lack true relaƟonal 
inƟmacy, it can be easy to turn to lust. When we 
lack conĮdence in God in our own lives, it can be 
easy to judge others or to grasp for control over 
situaƟons. When we lack peace in the present 
moment, it can be easy to compete with others or 
to treat others poorly in our quest for success. 
 Overcoming temptaƟon isn’t just about 
repressing our sinful desires. If that’s all we do, 
they’ll just burst out someplace else! If there is a 
recurring temptaƟon in your life, prayerfully 
consider why this is so appealing to you. Submit this 
to God and bring it to a wise person. And in the 
meanƟme, conƟnue to resist temptaƟon to sin. If 
we fail to choose God in small choices, we’re several 
steps down the road towards failing in larger ones. 
Pray for the grace to persevere! 

Blessing for Baptismal Graces 
Dear God, 
Through Baptism, You called and claimed us 
as Your own, chosen and loved. 
Pour Your blessing upon us as we remember 
our Baptism. 
Plant Your identity in our hearts. 
Help us to live as Your beloved. 
           Amen. Coming this Spring 

St. Peter’s will be working with 
Universal Church Directories to create a 
new Parish Directory. We are currently 
looking for a hobbyist photographer who would be 
willing to take some high resoluƟon photographs of 
our renovated church, as well as, photographs of 
our ministries. If you are interested, please call Laura 
in the Parish Oĸce at (815) 675-2288. 
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Gospel Meditation 

Encourage Deeper Understanding 
of Scripture 

Apple ran a commercial not long ago called “Behind 
the Mac—Greatness.” It shows arƟsts and creators, 
such as Kendrick Lamar, Billie Eilish, and Lady Gaga, 
working behind their MacBooks. The narraƟon says, 
“There’s a certain kind of person who doesn’t wait 
for greatness. They make it.” It’s a compelling 
message. There’s beauty in using our giŌs with 
passion and purpose. But there lies a hidden weight 
in that idea: If you are what you make, what happens 
when you can’t anymore? When the project fails, the 
passion fades, or the spotlight moves on, where is 
greatness then? 

Today’s Gospel oīers a diīering vision of greatness. 
Jesus steps into the Jordan River. He hasn’t 
preached, healed, or performed a single miracle. 
Then the heavens open, and the Father speaks: “You 
are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
It’s not a reward for success. It’s not earned. Before 
he does anything “great,” Jesus receives the 
greatness of his idenƟty from the Father.  
And so do you. At your bapƟsm, God said the same 
thing over you: “You are my beloved.” That is your 
true idenƟty, not constructed or earned but 
received. When we see ourselves and others this 
way, everything changes for the beƩer. We discover 
a greatness that can never be taken away. 
This week, reŇect on your bapƟsm: look up the date, 
thank God for it, pray for those bapƟzed with you, or 
visit the church where it happened.  

Let your idenƟty be rooted there. 
         — Father John Muir 

Mark Your Calendars 

Sausage Soiree/Sausage Making 

Who: Your Knights of Columbus are pleased to oīer 

What: Our 15th Annual Sausage Soiree 

When: February 1st aŌer 10:00 a.m. Mass 

Where: Our Parish Hall 
Why: Because we can!  And besides: What else do 

you have planned for a Sunday aŌernoon in 
February in Northern Illinois? 

Cost: $25 per person: ReservaƟons Required! 
To Reserve Your Space, please contact Lee M. Jones 

L.Jones@mchsi.com (preferred) or 815-403-8122 
before January 28th. 

New Year, New Habits  
Build Change That Lasts 

 StarƟng and maintaining New Year’s resoluƟons 
can be diĸcult for the same reason culƟvaƟng virtue 
is diĸcult: both require forming new habits. 
Perseverance rarely comes from sheer willpower 
alone. PracƟcal strategies, supported by grace, make 
growth more sustainable. 
Begin with achievable goals: Set yourself up for 
early success by pracƟcing self-denial in small, 
manageable ways. Learning to say no in minor 
maƩers builds the discipline needed to resist greater 
temptaƟons later. 
Replace, rather than simply remove: It is oŌen 
easier to abandon an unhealthy habit when it is 
subsƟtuted with a beƩer one. Just as swapping 
potato chips for pretzels can make dietary changes 
more aƩainable, uprooƟng vice is aided by 
culƟvaƟng the opposing virtue. Greed is weakened 
by generosity. 
Seek accountability: A trusted friend, exercise 
partner, or prayer companion can provide 
encouragement and consistency for change. 
Knowing someone is watching makes it more 
diĸcult to give up when moƟvaƟon fades. 
Above all, rely on grace: God invites us to call upon 
Him, especially in moments of weakness, oŌen 
marked by anger or anxiety, faƟgue, hunger, or 
sadness. In those moments, turn to the Holy Spirit 
for strength and consolaƟon, trusƟng the Lord’s 
promise: “The Lord will Įght for you; you have only 
to keep sƟll” (Exodus 14:14). 



The Mass  For 
    

    

    
    

Sat 4 pm † Eugene Jakubowski 

Sun 8 am  
Gerri Stack 

The parishioners of  
St. Peter’s Church 

 10 am † Deceased Members of the 
Kathrein Family 

    
    

Tues 8 am † Alec Naīziger 

Wed 8 am  Johnny Cosgriī 

Thur 8 am † Donald & Barb Gray 

Fri 8 am † Deceased Members of the  
Green & Walsh Families 

    

    

Sat 4 pm  Msgr. Joseph Jarmoluk 

Sun 8 am † LeRoy & Shirley Harms 

 10 am  
Diana Kula 

The parishioners of  
St. Peter’s Church 
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WEEKENDS  

1/10/ - 1/18/2026 

Tuesday - Friday, Rosary Prayed at 7:30 a.m. 

(Practicing) Catholic 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS  

When Jesus Wades In 
Mini reŇecƟon: When the voice of God declares, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased,” he is referring, of course, to Jesus. But I 
think He would say the same of John the BapƟst— 
and of all those who welcome Jesus into the waters, 
ready to do as he bids. 
Usually, when God comes to us, we aren’t ready. 
We think we are. Like John the BapƟst, we stand in 
our waters of bapƟsm, certain of our mission. We 
know how it’s going to go. We know what’s going to 
be asked of us. We’re sure of it. 
Christ wades into the waters. And he screws up all 
our plans. 
To be clear, I don’t think John the BapƟst lacks faith 
when he balks at the idea of bapƟzing Jesus. I think 
it is, in fact, a testament to his humility. But 
whatever moƟvated John’s acƟons, he is—if even 
for a brief moment—hesitaƟng to do the will of 
God. Just a few chapters aŌer this in the Gospel of 
MaƩhew, Jesus will acknowledge that John is the 
greatest person “born of women”—with the caveat 
that even he is not perfect enough for the Kingdom 
of Heaven.  
Not yet. 
Jesus didn’t give John an explanaƟon as the two 
stood in the River Jordan. He merely said, “Allow it 
for now.” John could have resisted further, 
demanding to understand why. He could have 
grown suspicious at the simplicity of Jesus’ answer, 
at the strangeness of this request. He could have 
clung desperately to his version of how things are 
supposed to be, and in doing so, fostered doubt in 
his heart. He could have even stormed oī, confused 
and angry.  
He did none of these things, because John is, as 
Jesus says, the greatest born of women. 
When the Holy Spirit descends and the voice of God 
declares, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased,” he is referring, of course, to Jesus. 
But I think He would say the same of John the 
BapƟst—and of all those who welcome Jesus into 
the waters, ready to do as he bids. 
         –– Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

† 

† 

SUNDAY



 Lectors 
Extraordinary 

Ministers 
Ushers 

    

    

Saturday 
1/10 

4:00 pm 

Aimee 
Thomas 

Heather Justen 
Maureen Terry 

Rich Wirch 

Sunday 
1/11 

8:00 am 

Ardie Arnold Deacon Mark 

Shaun Gosselin 

Dennis Wehrheim 

10:00 am Joanne Prato 

Mike Rygiel 
Carol Rygiel 

(Choir) 

Stan Tinsley 

John Ellicson 

    

Saturday 
1/17 

4:00 pm 

Jacqui Wold 

Cyndee Wehrheim 

Joanne Prato 
(Choir) 

Stan Tinsley 

Denise Wahls 

Sunday 
1/18 

8:00 am 

Carol 
Magnine 

Nancy Piggot Tom Fanella 

Larry Hauser 

10:00 am 

Darien 
MarƟnez 

Deacon Mark 

Sharon Ellicson 
(Choir) 

Mike WyaƩ 

Mike Gordon 
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January 11th: The Baptism of the Lord 
Theresa Frer, Julia Francis, Maria Sullivan, Steve Besetzny 
& Kathleen Van Ella 

January 18th: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Peggy Neuman, Deanna Grandt, Nancy Piggot, Don Piggot 
& Eddie Wells 

 

            Our Sanctuary Lamp burns from 
       January 11th – January 24th for 

             † Danny Michelotti 
        May this light which reminds us of  
       Jesus’ True Presence in the Sanctuary 
          Welcome him into eternal peace. 

Martha Koukol 
Mark & Kim Krakowski 
Larry & LeeAnn Lord  
Caroline Madson  
Denise Meyers 
Larry Meyers 
Barbara Miller 
Norma Moreƫ 
John Mueller 
Carole Nowicki 
Jim Nowicki 
John & Sandra Paleka 
Debbie Schaī 
Dorothy Scichowski 
David Thomas 
Valerie Thompson 
Robert Tolomeo 
Grace Wesinger 
Fred Zahn 

Marguerite Baranov 
Christel Beyerlein   
Joan BoeƩjer 
PaƩy Brown 
Deb ChrisƟan 
Deb Cooke 
Deacon Eugene Damian 
Phyllis Ehlers 
Robert Fenrich 
Carol Flatley 
Glenn Geske 
Lynn Geske 
Gina Gugala 
Anthony Hodnik 
Patricia Hodnik 
Christopher Hautala  
Joseph Keim 
Nancy Klein  
Ronald Klein 

The individuals who are on our prayers list will 
conƟnue to be on our prayer list for six months. 
If you or a loved one wish to conƟnue to be on 

the prayer list, please contact the  
Parish Oĸce during regular business hours.  

815-675-2288 

If you know someone who is sick and asking for 
prayer, but they are not registered members of our 
parish family, please allow us to solicit support for 
them by adding their names to our Prayer Chain 
Ministry. Just visit StPeterCatholicChurch.org and 
after clicking where it reads CONTACT US, simply 
follow the directions under PRAYER REQUEST. 

We would love to Pray for you! 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

SUNDAY

The Sacrament of Reconciliation  
is offered Every Saturday  

from 3:00 until 3:45 p.m. 
Or call the Parish Office  

to schedule an appointment. 

The Jesus Prayer 
January is dedicated to the Most Holy 
Name of Jesus, reminding the faithful 
of the power and reverence due to His 
Name: “At the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in 
heaven and on earth and  
under the earth” (Phil 2:10). 
A Įƫng prayer for this month is the 
Jesus Prayer, long cherished in Eastern Catholic and 
Eastern Orthodox tradiƟons: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of 
the Living God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” 
Simple yet profound, this prayer can be repeated 
throughout the day. Prayed aƩenƟvely, it deepens 
love and reverence for Christ, invokes His saving 
grace, and helps culƟvate a steady spirit of 
prayer, humility, and interior peace. 



Website:  StPeterCatholicChurch.org 

Email:  SaintPetersChurch@gmail.com 

Oĸce Hours:  Tue. - Thu. 8:30 a.m. - noon,  
         1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Confessions:  Sat. 3:00 - 3:45 p.m. (or by appointment) 
Pastor:  Rev. Burt H. Absalon 

Deacon: Mr. Mark Raz 

PARISH STAFF 

Parish Oĸce  815-675-2288 

Oĸce AdministraƟon 

Mary K. Yager  x205 

Laura Hamill  x203 

Music Director 

Brian Wrightson 630-440-7261 

music.stpeter@gmail.com 

Property Maintenance 

Mark Krakowski 
Marka.stpeter@gmail.com 

Parish Hall  815-675-6208 

Preschool  815-342-6318 

Aimee Thomas 

Religious EducaƟon  815-342-6318 

Aimee Thomas 

FaithFormaƟonStPeters@gmail.com 

BulleƟn Editors 

Steve & DeAnne Besetzny 

BulleƟn_Editor_StPeter@aol.com 

Ministries  
Altar Servers 

Tony Rygiel   815-482-6618 

EucharisƟc Ministers & Liturgical Scheduler 

Sharon Ellicson   815-258-5033 

Lectors 

Peggy Mack   815-403-2225 

Women’s Ministry 

Crystal Pace  StPetersWM@gmail.com 

Steve Besetzny   steve.besetzny@gmail.com 

Ushers 

Chad Franckowiak   chadfranko@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus, Grand Knight 
Stan Logan Tinsley  847-507-2096 

supersƟnsley92@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Ardie Arnold    StPeters.svdp@gmail.com 

Prayer Chain 

Mark Vallango & Carol Flatley 

StPetersPrayerChain@hotmail.com 

AdoraƟon & Our VisiƟng Madonna 

Carrie Shannon   815-687-6734 

Grief Support Group 

Marie Arnold    (Call the Parish Oĸce) 
Prayers & Squares 

Connie Otsuka    224-392-1940 

PARISH CALENDAR 

Sunday, January 11th  
- The Baptism of the Lord 

• Benediction & Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament - 7:45 am 

• OCIA - Parish Office Upstairs Class Room - 9:00 am 

• Faith Formation Classes - 1st, 2nd,  7th & 8th - 5:30 pm 

Monday, January 12th - Parish Office Closed 

Tuesday, January 13th 

• K of C - Business Meeting - Parish Hall - 7:00 pm 

 Wednesday, January 14th  

• Spiritual Warfare Rosary - Church - 6:00 pm 

Thursday, January 15th  

• Choir Rehearsal - 6:00 pm 

Friday, January 16th 
- Parish Office Closed  

Saturday, January 17th 
 

• Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament all night until 7:45 am 

Sunday, January 18th  
- 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Benediction & Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament - 7:45 am 

• SVdP Meeting - Parish Hall - 11:00 am 

• NO Faith Formation Classes  

“Let Nothing Disturb You. 
Let Nothing Frighten You. 
Everything Passes Away  

Except God. 
God Alone Is Sufficient.” 

St. Teresa of Avila  



 

Baptisms - Fr. Burt is eager and happy to bapƟze children 
whose parent(s) are pracƟcing the Catholic faith and 
registered members of St. Peter’s Parish. Please call the 
Parish Oĸce for addiƟonal requirements and informaƟon. 

 

Marriages - Please contact Fr. Burt before you set a date, 
at least six months in advance. 

 

Holy Communion - Parishioners conĮned to their homes, 
for an indeĮnite length of Ɵme due to illness or advanced 
age, may call the oĸce and request that the Holy Eucharist 
be brought to them on Sunday mornings. 

 

Registration - New members should register by either 
calling the Parish Oĸce or visiƟng us online at: 
StPeterCatholicChurch.org 

 

Hospital Visits - If you wish Fr. Burt to visit during your stay 
in the hospital, please call him at the Parish Oĸce and he 
will be happy to do so. Likewise, if you wish to be added to 
our Prayer Chain, let us know by calling 815-675-2288 

 

Funerals Arrangements - are to be made in consultaƟon 
with Fr. Burt. 

 

Anointing of the Sick - If you or someone you know is sick, 
injured or being admitted to a hospital and would like to 
receive the Anointing of the Sick, call the Parish Office 
without delay.  

Should there be an emergency aŌer normal business 
hours, please call 815-675-2339  

   KNIGHTS’ CORNER 

WE ARE ALL CALLED TO SERVE PARISH INFORMATION 
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(847) 587-0200

400 E. GRAND AVE., FOX LAKE, IL 60020

www.foxlakeharbor.com

The Moulis Family

David Domenella, DDS 

C. Eric Mayer, DDS

New Patients Welcome 

Evening & Saturday  

Appointments

domenelladentalcare.com

815-678-2800 
9716 Rt. 12, Richmond, IL

Neil J. Anderson, P.C. 
Attorney at Law

“The Old Bank Building”

1927 Main Street 

Spring Grove, IL 60081

815-675-6712

Children & Adult  
Birthday Parties

815-385-1475
raymondsbowl.com

www.kennys�oors.com 

Strang 
Funeral Home Of Antioch

Established 1912

Dave Moore & Dan Dugenske  

Directors

1055 Main St., Antioch, IL

800-622-4441 
www.strangfh.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Mark Olech

 

molech@4lpi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x5965

JOSEPH H. HUEMANN 

& SONS, INC.

- Well Drilling 
- Pump Sales and Service

815-385-0414
www.huemannwelldrilling.com

Stade’s Farm & Market open Stade’s Farm & Market open 

Memorial Day Wknd through Memorial Day Wknd through 

Halloween. Large farm market. Halloween. Large farm market. 

Offering homegrown produce, Offering homegrown produce, 

u pick strawberries, apples, u pick strawberries, apples, 

pumpkins, and much more. pumpkins, and much more. 
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TOP 100 NATIONAL CLUBFITTERS 
PGA Approved Facility

(815) 675-2747
www.procirclegolfcenter.com

 

 

 

Material Dealer 

• Sand & Gravel  • Compost

Located in Antioch, McHenry,  

and Genoa City.

Phone: (847) 395-3313

  Fax: (847) 395-3452
For All Your Funeral Home Needs

www.ThompsonSpringGrove.com

CubbyHole 
Cafe

Good Food - Great Staff

Stop by and check out

 our New Specials

(815) 678-4624
BRING IN AD FOR $1 OFF

EACH GUEST CHECK OVER $5

“Your Natural Source for 

Pet Food and More!”

2440 Westward Dr., Unit C 

Spring Grove, IL 60081 

PH (815) 675-2008 

FX (815) 331-0138

WWW.NATURESFEED.NET

INDUSTRIAL

COMMERCIAL 

RESIDENTIAL

(847) 833-9235 

https://MM-electric.net/

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

B&B LAWN SERVICES
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Wonder Lake, IL

OUR SERVICES

Mowing, Trimming, Mulch, Tree Service, Gardens,  

Spring & Fall Clean Ups, Snow Removal and MORE...

815-307-9689
815-861-3524                                                   BERNALJOSE58@ICLOUD.COM

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

md-medalert.com

/mo.
$1995

Starting At

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

 800.809.3570
CALL  

NOW!

Bruce A. Adams

10011 Main St. 

Richmond, IL 60071 

(815) 678-7311

9625 Main St. 

Hebron, IL 60034 

(815) 648-2054

www.ehornadams.com

Residental

Shingle Roofs Metal Roo�ng

Flat Roofs Gutters
Metal 

Siding
Repairs

Commercial

Best Cleaners
& Alterations

847-587-9300847-587-9300

Dry Cleaning
Wash & Press - Alterations

7am-7pm M-F | 8am-2pm Sat 
Closed Sunday

$2.75 for
Laundry Shirts!

2 W Grand Ave Suite 103,

Fox Lake IL 60020

Dilar Restaurant 

• Breakfast • Lunch  

• Dinner

 
8704 US RT. 12 

Richmond, IL 60071 

815-678-7791

10% off regular menu item  
with purchase of drink

• Patio & Fire Pits • Landscape Design & Installation  

• Outdoor Landscape Lighting 

844.678.2466 
VOLO, IL 

RubinoLandscapes.com

Complimentary Consultation
5% Discount On Any Project Or Up 

 To $250 Off For Projects Over $2,500

847-250-5036

solacehospicepci.com

Serving Your Community

Bringing Hope and Light
♥

Every Step of the Way

Hospice and 

Palliative Care, Inc. 


