2118 MAIN STREET - P.O. BOX 129 - SPRING GROVE, IL 60081

St. Peter’s Church

OF SPRING GROVE, IL

\_;j;HE EPIPHANY

QF THE LORD

‘ e. -? ©LPi

, January 4,
The Eplphany of the Lord

Mass Schedule
Tuesday - Friday: 8:00 a.m.
ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
As parishioners of St. Peter’s Sunday: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.
Catholic Church, we strive to imitate (10:00 a.m. Mass livestreamed)
Jesus’ example of prayer, fellowship, Reconciliation
love and service. Saturday: 3:00 - 3:45 p.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. - Sunday 7:45 a.m.



EPPHANY

Each year, we celebrate the Epiphany of the
Lord in early January. The feast of the Epiphany
commemorates the Magi seeking and finding
the Christ Child and bestowing on Him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. In some
countries and cultures, children receive gifts on
this day instead of Christmas. This year, we
celebrate the Epiphany on January 4, though
the traditional date is January 6. Like the Wise
Men who traveled from distant lands to see
Christ the King, we have gifts that we can put at
the disposal of God and His Kingdom. What are
some gifts God might be calling us to use for
His purpose?

The Three Wise Men

Question:
Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise Men...
who were they?

Answer:

We sing songs, give gifts, and move three mysterious
men into our manger scenes. There’s a rich heritage in
the Catholic Church of celebrating the magi, but their
origins are steeped in mystery. The original Greek calls
these men magoi. The word is translated elsewhere in
Scripture to mean “magician,” but a similar word was
used in ancient history to describe an entirely different
set of people altogether. In what is now modern-day
Iran, the ruling empire had a wealthy priestly caste
known as the Magi. At the time of Christ, the Magi
formed one of the ruling councils of the Parthian
Empire. These priests interpreted dreams and read the
stars to anticipate major events that could affect the
fortunes of the empire.

We're not exactly sure where the magi of the Gospels
traveled from. Matthew simply says “the east.” History
tells us that the ancient regions of Persia, Assyria, and
Babylon all had a magi priesthood at the time of Christ.
Whichever region they hailed from, they likely traveled
over one thousand miles over the course of several
months to arrive at the Holy Family. Unfortunately for
the classic song, there is no concrete evidence these
men were themselves kings, though they did bear gifts
“from afar” at the prompting of their astronomical
calculations.
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Mark Your Calendars
for the %paghetﬁ
Annual Parish inner
Spaghetti
Dinner

Saturday, February 7"
Two seatings (5:00 pm & 7:15 pm)

More Information to Come!

Live the Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

The journey of the Magi reflects how treacherous
our Christian life on earth can be. Always, evil
works against us—Satan lays traps. He sows
confusion. May we, like the Magi, recognize the will
of God as our guiding star.
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Devotions, Explained!
Epiphany Blessing, Explained

The Epiphany household blessing is a centuries-old
tradition that invokes God’s blessing on all who enter
one’s home.

All you need for an Epiphany blessing is chalk, which is
usually made available by parishes either on the feast
of the Epiphany or in the weeks leading up to it. There
are a few different formulas for blessings out there,
but the essence of the ritual is always the same: a
priest or the head of the household calls down God’s
blessing on the house and everyone who comes into
it, and an inscription is made above the door in chalk.

The inscription reads: the first two digits of the year +
C+ M + B + the last two digits of the year. The initials
C, M and B represent the names of the magi—
Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar—and also signify the
Latin phrase Christus mansionem benedicat: “May
Christ bless the house.”

Temporary Maintenance
Person Needed

Part-Time Temporary (3-4 months) Maintenance Person.
Hours M-F 7:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. (and “on call” in
emergencies). Candidates must complete all required di-
ocesan Safe

Environment documentation.

Skills needed

«shoveling and salting sidewalks

e«moving heavy banquet tables and chairs

e«making minor plumbing, heating, carpentry repairs
«Vacuuming and mopping

«emptying trash and recycling bins

«cleaning, polishing and sanitizing surfaces
«Maintenance experience is a plus.

«The job pays $15 per hour.

Benefits can be found at:
https://www.rockforddiocese.org/pdfs/accounting/Summary-
of-Benefits.pdf?1718048277

Interested parties may call 815-675-2288 x 205
for more information.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS,
ACCOMPANIMENT

God chose Bethlehem—a
seemingly insignificant
town—to be the birthplace
of His Son. Like Bethlehem,
we too, have been chosen
by God. As we continue our
celebration of Christmas,
our hearts are filled to
overflowing when we recall
that by taking on our flesh,
God has chosen to make His
home with us for all
eternity.

Paul reminds us that God
has chosen us, not only for
ourselves, but for the sake
of others: “You have heard
of the stewardship of God’s
grace that was given to me
for your benefit.” God gives Paul a special revelation
to know the mystery of God so he could preach the
Gospel to the Gentiles and to all peoples. We who
know the joy of having been chosen to be God’s
beloved sons and daughters have the beautiful task
of helping others to know that they, too, are chosen
by God. Because of this, evangelization is not simply
an item on our spiritual to-do list; it is a work of
joy—the joy of helping others to discover their own
“belovedness” as children of God. And of course, this
message is for everyone!

INVITATION

One of the best presents we can offer to someone

is our presence. Make an effort this week to
intentionally spend time with someone who may feel
lonely or forgotten, setting aside other tasks to focus
entirely on them. The goal is to help them feel
special and chosen as a way of giving a glimpse of
God’s love that chooses each of us out of the many.
May the gift of your presence help them to
remember how very loved they are.

“Do something beautiful for God, Do it with
Your Life. Do it every day. Do it in your own

way. But oot it.” ~ St. Mother Teresa ~




(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC

THE STARS WE FOoLLOW

Mini reflection: Of all the stars you could follow,
which one does the voice—that one deep within
you—tell you to chase? Point to it. And go forth.

Everyone follows a star.

It is human nature to seek. If we are rich, we want
to be richer. If we are smart, we want to be
smarter. If we are powerful, we want to be more
powerful.

We cannot stay in one place, so to speak—to say,
“l am what | am, | have what | have, and it is
enough.” Even the very act of maintaining a status
guo, be it health or wealth or spiritual goodness,
requires action. It requires effort. It requires
movement. This is human nature. There is nothing
wrong with it. When we stop seeking, we die.

But what are we looking for? Where are we going?

| often wonder if the Magi knew what they were
seeking—really, truly knew. They were seeking “the
newborn king of the Jews,” yes, but did they
understand who he was? What he was? | don’t see
how they could have. They were wise men, but they
were not prophets. They simply knew this was an
endeavor they had to undertake. They knew it in
their souls.

There really is very little that we know for certain
about the Magi. We don’t know how many of them
there were. We don’t know their religion. We don’t
know where they came from. All we know for
certain is that they listened to a voice they heard
deep within themselves. And, heeding that voice,
they went forth.

And what did they find? They found what we all
seek, even if, foolishly, we seek it in riches or
power.

They found the face of the Child.

So tell me this. Of all the stars you could follow,
which one does the voice—that one deep within
you—tell you to chase?

Point to it. And go forth.

~ Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Faith Ags Small As A Mustard

Seed Can Move Mountaing.

Wnad WEEKENDS
- INTENTIONS 1/3/ -1/11/2026
The Mass For

CONFESSIONS OFFERED ON SATURDAY’S, 3:00 - 3:45 P.M.

ROSARY PRAYED AT 3:30 P.M.
\ [ ]
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Sat 4 pm T Kristin Popelka
Sun 8am T Jack Schmitt
T Diana Kula
10am The parishioners of
St. Peter’s Church
Tues 8am 'l' Gerry Fasett
Wed 8 am T Richard Seil
Thur 8 am 'l' Patrick Mulcahey
Fri 8 am T Sandra Tinsley
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Sat 4 pm 'l' Eugene Jakubowski
T Gerri Stack
Sun 8am The parishioners of
St. Peter’s Church
10 am T Deceased Members of the

Kathrein Family

“| thought you said this was a chest
of gold?”

e FAMFUL CONMES

The Magi offered Jesus gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Gold was a gift
recognizing Jesus’ Kingship, even as a

humble baby.
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Extraordinary

Lectors Ministers Ushers Our Sanctu?hry Lamp burns ]Z’om
December 28" — January 10 for i‘s»
o 3l
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD [ John & Kristin Popelka 5
May this light which reminds us of 3.
Satlu;:av Jerrv Bodden | Deacon Mark Denise Wahls Jesus’ True Preseqce in the Sanctuary
y ¢ Deb Christian Welcome them into eternal peace.
4:00 pm
Sunday .
Eleanor . Paul Leali
1/4 Mary Seil . .
3:00 am Murphy Vince Desecki

We would love 6" or you!

Susan Straley

PE REQUESTS
10:00 am | Tom Straley | Darien Martinez K Eﬁ;’e HaHr ms '
(Choir) athlieen Rarms Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, we place into
your hands, all fellow parishioners
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD we know and love, who are ill or injured

and in need of Your healing touch.

Saturday Maureen Terry Jesus, be with them all, especially:
.1/ 10 Aimee Thomas| Heather Justen Rich Wirch Marguerite Baranov Martha Koukol
4:00 pm Christel Beyerlein Mark & Kim Krakowski
Sunday Sean Gosselin Joan Boettjer Larry & LeeAnn Lord
1/11 Ardie Arnold | Deacon Mark Dennis Wehrheim Patty Brown Caroline Madson
8:00 am Deb Christian Denise Meyers
Nettie Toms Stan Tinsley Deb Cooke . Larry Meygrs
10:00 am | Joanne Prato Kathie Toms Jonm Ell Deacon Eugene Damian  Barbara M/I/er_
(Choir) ohn Ellicson Phyllis Ehlers Norma Moretti
Robert Fenrich John Mueller
U Ar Carol Flatley Carole Nowicki
W@M@b@uﬂm@ Mﬂﬁﬂﬂ@@@ﬁ@ Glenn Geske Jim Nowicki
January 4™: The Epiphany of the Lord Lynn Geske John & Sandra Paleka
Deacon Mark, Maria Sullivan, Eddie Wells, Stan Tinsley & Gina Gugala Debbie Schaff
Paul Serio Anthony Hodnik Dorothy Scichowski
th . Patricia Hodnik David Thomas
January 117: The Baptism of the Lord Christopher Hautala Valerie Thompson
Theresa Frer, Julia Francis, Maria Sullivan, Mary Seil & Joseph Keim Robert Tolomeo
Kathleen Van Ella Nancy Klein Grace Wesinger
Ronald Klein Fred Zahn

The individuals who are on our prayers list will
= continue to be on our prayer list for six months.
DEMAND THAT | If you or a loved one wish to continue to be on
BE SUCCESSFUL. 4 the prayer list, please contact the
GOD DEMANDS &= Parish Office during regular business hours.
THAT | BE 815-675-2288

FAITHEUL." If you know someone who is sick and asking for
—Tother leresa < prayer, but they are not registered members of our
: parish family, please allow us to solicit support for
them by adding their names to our Prayer Chain
Ministry. Just visit StPeterCatholicChurch.org and
after clicking where it reads CONTACT US, simply

When we are separated from God, we lose sight

Of, what is good and irpportant to us. When we follow the directions under PRAYER REQUEST.
disobey God and begin to serve ourselves, we
become spiritually blind. Left to our own THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
devices, humans are spiritually blinded and IS OFFERED Every Saturday

without hope. But Jesus, the Light of the World, from 3:00 until 3:45 p.m.
can open our eyes to see. Orh C‘C’]” [fhe Parish Office
Through Christ we receive spiritual sight! fo schedule an appotniment.




Website: StPeterCatholicChurch.org
Email: SaintPetersChurch@gmail.com
Office Hours: Tue. - Thu. 8:30 a.m. - noon,
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Confessions: Sat. 3:00 - 3:45 p.m. (or by appointment)
Pastor: Rev. Burt H. Absalon
Deacon: Mr. Mark Raz
PARISH STAFF
Parish Office 815-675-2288
Office Administration
Mary K. Yager x205
Laura Hamill x203
Music Director
Brian Wrightson 630-440-7261
music.stpeter@gmail.com
Property Maintenance
Mark Krakowski
Marka.stpeter@gmail.com
Parish Hall 815-675-6208

Preschool 815-342-6318
Aimee Thomas

Religious Education 815-342-6318
Aimee Thomas
FaithFormationStPeters@gmail.com
Bulletin Editors
Steve & DeAnne Besetzny
Bulletin_Editor_StPeter@aol.com
Ministries
Altar Servers
Tony Rygiel 815-482-6618
Eucharistic Ministers & Liturgical Scheduler
Sharon Ellicson 815-258-5033
Lectors
Peggy Mack 815-403-2225
Women’s Ministry
Crystal Pace StPetersWM@gmail.com
Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Steve Besetzny steve.besetzny@gmail.com
Ushers
Chad Franckowiak chadfranko@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus, Grand Knight
Stan Logan Tinsley 847-507-2096
superstinsley92 @gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul
Ardie Arnold StPeters.svdp@gmail.com
Prayer Chain
Mark Vallango & Carol Flatley
StPetersPrayerChain@hotmail.com
Adoration & Our Visiting Madonna
Carrie Shannon 815-687-6734
Grief Support Group
Marie Arnold (Call the Parish Office)
Prayers & Squares
Connie Otsuka 224-392-1940

Py

HEARING LOOP INSTALLED
| Switch hearing aid fo T-coil | Swiich hecuing oid o T-ool |

PARISH CALENDAR

Sunday, January 4™ -The Epiphany of the Lord

e Benediction & Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament - 7:45 am
e OCIA - Parish Office Upstairs Class Room - 9:00 am
e Faith Formation Classes - 3rd, 4"g 5M-5:30 pm
Monday, January 5" - Parish Office Closed
Tuesday, January 6"

Wednesday, January 7"

e Spiritual Warfare Rosary - Church - 6:00 pm
Thursday, January 8"

e Choir Rehearsal - 6:00 pm

Friday, January 9™ - Parish Office Closed

Saturday, January 10™
e Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament all night until 7:45 am
Sunday, January 11" - The Baptism of the Lord

e Benediction & Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament - 7:45 am
e OCIA - Parish Office Upstairs Class Room - 9:00 am
e Faith Formation Classes - 1%, 2" 7" & 8™ - 5:30 pm

January Lecture Series:

Encounter Jesus: Silent
Retreat

at St. Benedict Abbey Retreat Center, Benet Lake, WI

Thursday evenings, Jan. 8, 15, 22, and 29
7:00pm - 8:00pm

presenter:

Br. Matthew

Participants must register.
Call 262-396-4311, ext. 105 to register.

“When you know how much
God i3 in Love
Wl You
Then you can only live your
Life radiating that love.”

ST. Teresa of Calcutta




ﬁ PARISH INFORMATION

BAPTISMS - Fr. Burt is eager and happy to baptize children
whose parent(s) are practicing the Catholic faith and
registered members of St. Peter’s Parish. Please call the
Parish Office for additional requirements and information.

MARRIAGES - Please contact Fr. Burt before you set a date,
at least six months in advance.

HoLy COMMUNION - Parishioners confined to their homes,
for an indefinite length of time due to illness or advanced
age, may call the office and request that the Holy Eucharist
be brought to them on Sunday mornings.

REGISTRATION - New members should register by either

calling the Parish Office or visiting us online at:
StPeterCatholicChurch.org

HosPITAL VISITS - If you wish Fr. Burt to visit during your stay
in the hospital, please call him at the Parish Office and he
will be happy to do so. Likewise, if you wish to be added to
our Prayer Chain, let us know by calling 815-675-2288

FUNERALS ARRANGEMENTS - are to be made in consultation
with Fr. Burt.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK - If you or someone you know is sick,
injured or being admitted to a hospital and would like to
receive the Anointing of the Sick, call the Parish Office
without delay.

Should there be an emergency after normal business
hours, please call 815-675-2339

(—
Strang

Funeral Home Of Antioch

2.
FLOOR'COVERING, iNC.
815/385-4069

www.kennysfloors.com

Established 1912

Dave Moore & Dan Dugenske

Directors
1055 Main St., Antioch, IL

800-622-4441

www.strangfh.com

Neil 3. Anderson, J1.C.

Attorney at Lato

JOSEPH H. HUEMANN

¢ SONS, INC. “The Old Bank Building”
- Well Drilling (607 Main S
- Pump Sales and Service 927 Main Street

Spring Grove, IL 60081

815-385-0414 815-675-6712

www.huemannwelldrilling.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Mark Olech

molech@4lpi.com
(800) 950-9952 x5965

KNIGHTS' CORNER
WE ARE ALL CALLED TO SERVE

Knights of Columbus

Business Meeting - January 13th
Parish Hall - 7:00 pm

I Because of our advertisers’ generosify, we are able fo
provide this bulletin free of charge to our members each |
I week. Please support them and mention you saw
their ad in our Sunday I. |
I PLEASE CUT OUT THIS “THANK YOU” BOX
AND PRESENT IT THE NEXT TIME YOU "
“PATRONIZE ONE OF OUR ADVERTISERS.”
[ THANK YOU FOR ADVERTISING IN "
ST. PETER'S CHURCH BULLETIN.
PATRONIZING YOUR BUSINESS BECAUSE OF IT! "

I Advertieser of the Weelk |

" Residential Commercial "
" Shingle Roofs A M B ‘:.:é Metal Roofing
el ROOFING oues | | 1
Metal Siding RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL Repairs
I & SHEETMETAL I
— Butllng Rl atinships One Ko Ao A Time &
I e FREE ESTIMATES I
" = (815) 385-2621 =
|

Stade’s Farm & Market open
Memorial Day Wknd thr‘gugh
Halloween. Large farm market.
Offering homegrown'produce,
u pick strawberries, apples,
| pumpkins, and much more.

David Domenella, DDS
C. Eric Mayer, DDS

New Patients Welcome
Evening & Saturday
Appointments

domenelladentalcare.com

815-678-2800
9716 Rt. 12, Richmond, IL

Raymond’s**
[ sowi s FhvenraiucuT canten J

oX LAk
HARBOR

(52;7) 587-0200 Children & Adult

Birthday Parties

815-385-1475

raymondsbowl.com

400 E. GRAND AVE., FOX LAKE, IL 60020

www.foxlakeharbor.com

. The Moulis Family @

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.

WORK WITH PURPOSE.

» Paid training

* Some travel

* Work-life balance

* Full-Time with benefits
* Serve your community

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Peter, Spring Grove, IL B 4C 01-0361



PITEL SEPTIC INC.

Sepric Punping & Repains
Portable Toilet Rental

#1in The #2 Business

P.0. Box 193
Ringwood, IL 60072

(815) 385-1819

TOP 100 NATIONAL CLUBFITTERS
PGA Approved Facility

(815) 675-2747
www.procirclegolfcenter.com

www.PitelSeptic.com

ey T
Ghau Adarns

Bruce A. Adams
10011 Main St.
Richmond, IL 60071
(815) 678-7311
9625 Main St.
Hebron, IL 60034
(815) 648-2054

www.ehornadams.com

B&B LAWN SERVICES

Wonder Lake, IL

OUR SERVICES
Mowing, Trimming, Mulch, Tree Service, Gardens,
Spring & Fall Clean Ups, Snow Removal and MORE...

815-307-9689
815-861-3524

CubbyHole
Cafe

Good Food - Great Staff

Stop by and check out
our New Specials

(815) 678-4624

BRING IN AD FOR $1 OFF
EACH GUEST CHECK OVER $5

______________________________

815-675-6211

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING
INDOOR AIR QUALITY

HEATIMG & AIR CONDITIONING

’@9

BERNALJOSE58@ICLOUD.COM

catholicmatch’

linois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

SUPPORT
OUR
PARISH

N

Thompson
SPRING GROVE FUNERAL HOME

Material Dealer
* Sand & Gravel * Compost

-
) 4

Located in Antioch, McHenry,

and Genoa City.
Phone: (847) 395-3313 For All Your Funeral Home Needs
Fax: (847) 395-3452 lfyou want a farewell done well
SRRSO | SprinG GROVE'S Previen CHoIcE!
Established in Spring Grove
serving counties of
McHenry, Lake and beyond.

2440 Westward Dr., Unit C
Spring Grove, IL 60081

PH (815) 675-2008
FX (815) 331-0138

WWW.NATURESFEED.NET

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED st oo con
ANEWSLETTER? !

815-675-0550

www.ThompsonSpringGrove.com

Engaging,
ad-supported

print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

¢ Breakfast e Lunch
¢ Dinner

8704 US RT. 12
Richmond, IL 60071

815-678-7791

10% off regular menu item
with purchase of drink

Best Cleaners
& Alterations

Dry Cleaning
Wash & Press - Alterations

$2.75 for
Laundry Shirts!

2W Grand Ave Suite 103,
FoxLakeIL60020 &

7am-7pm M-F | 8am-2pm Sat

INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

(847) 833-9235

https://MM-electric.net/

Closed Sunday

FRING OVE [EaTING ~
ey . e Scan to
www.Pure-Comfort. com Visit Ipicommunities.com contact us!
. Residental Commercial
Dllar Restaurant Shingle Roofs Metal Roofing
Flat Roofs Gutters|

Metal
Siding

Repairs

AMB

FREE ESTIMATES
(815) 385-2621 iy

ViSA

Visit us at www.ambroofing.com

SOLACE

Hospice and
Palliative Care, Inc.

847-250-5036
solacehospicepci.com
Serving Your Community
Bringing Hope and Light

v
Every Step of the Way

RUBINO

LANDSCAPES

* Patio & Fire Pits * Landscape Design & Installation
* Outdoor Landscape Lighting
844.678.2466

VOLO, IL
RubinoLandscapes.com

5 5 5% Discount On Any Project Or Up
Complimentary Consultation To $250 Off For Projects Over $2,500

IF YOU LIVE ALONE ,:‘
MDMedAlert!™ swex 18 &5

At HOME and AWAY! $19”

Imo.
«” Ambulance/Police im
+ Family/Friends
./ GPS & Fall Alert -.Q @

NOW! 800 809 3570 e md-medalert com ,.L

>

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Peter, Spring Grove, IL A 4C 01-0361



