
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray………………..(x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Leopold Mushobozi.. (x4)
Fr_Leo@stthomas-church.net

Priest in Residence: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester
OSF Chaplain

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson……...981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch (Senior Status)

Director of Faith Formation:
Kate Crim…………… …(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: Steven Harms……………..
steveharms@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class. Link can

be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).
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From Our Pastor
Last weekend, I announced that
Bishop Tylka has decided to

appoint Father Patrick DeMeulemeester as
parochial vicar. He has previously served in the
parishes in Granville and Hennepin and was
recently assigned to pastoral care at OSF St.
Francis Medical Center. However, in light of
Father Leo’s return to Africa in the middle of
February, we are fortunate to have Father Pat
DeMeulemeester to assist us. Father Pat will
officially begin on February 1st. Father Leo will
leave us just after Ash Wednesday. We will
have a reception for Father Leo on February
15th.

This is Catholic Schools’ Week. As we have
done in the past, there will be an open house
on Sunday with refreshments in the cafeteria
after the morning Mass. I encourage you to visit
the school, especially if you don’t have children
in the school. Parishioners may not be aware of
the great things happening at St. Thomas
School, so I encourage you to make a visit.

Many of our parishioners are great supporters of
the school, by contributing to the Sponsor-a-
Student program or by making a donation to
the Msgr. Watson Educational
Endowment. These funds help make Catholic
education affordable for all our families
according to need. You can also be an
ambassador for the school by encouraging
those you know to consider attending
STS. Thank you for your moral, financial, and
prayerful support!

- -Msgr. Gray

Readings for the Week of January 25, 2026

Sunday Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 8: 23—9: 3; 1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17;
Matthew 4: 12-23

Monday Sts. Timothy & Titus, Bishops
2 Timothy 1: 1-8 OR Titus 1: 1-5; Mark 3: 22-30

Tuesday St. Angela Merici, Virgin
2 Samuel 6: 12b-15, 17-19; Mark 3: 31-35

Wednesday St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor of the Church
2 Samuel 7: 4-17; Mark 4: 1-20

Thursday 2 Samuel 7: 18-19, 24-29; Mark 4: 21-25

Friday 2 Samuel 11: 1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Mark 4: 26-34

Saturday St. John Bosco, Priest
2 Samuel 12: 1-7a, 10-17; Mark 4: 35-41

Sunday Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Zephaniah 2: 3; 3: 12-13; 1 Corinthians 1: 26-31;
Matthew 5: 1-12a

Mass Intentions
Monday, January 26, 2026

7:00 a.m. Kurt Rostetter/Dcn Ed & Cathy Mallow
8:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey

Tuesday, January 27, 2026
7:00 a.m. JoAnn Masterson/Ronald & Roberta Duckworth
8:00 a.m. Mother & Grandmother of Randi Johnson

Wednesday, January 28, 2026
7:00 a.m. Benny Hechanova/Honey Pag-Ong
8:00 a.m. Angela Kenny/Seminarians Support Group

Thursday, January 29, 2026
7:00 a.m. Intentions of Jesus Flores/Family
Sch Mass Truyen Nguyen/Phan & Tam Vu

Friday, January 30, 2026
7:00 a.m. Mary Vogel Kelly/John & Amy Kelly
8:00 a.m. Intentions for 50th Wedding Anniv of Crescente & Myrna

Militante

Saturday, January 31, 2026
8:00 a.m. Donald Willis/Dcn Ed & Cathy Mallow
5:00 p.m. Bernard & Margaret Sauer/The Sauer Family

Sunday, February 1, 2026
8:00 a.m. For the People

10:00 a.m. Mary Ann O’Neill/Family
5:00 p.m. Carl & Marie Yock/The Pilat Family

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 
Jodi Odum 

Cristina Ibarra-Cooper, sister in law of Therese 
and Bernie Giacabazi   

Millions of Monicas is a ministry in the Diocese of Peoria 
for women to pray together for their children who have 

left the faith.  This is not a support group or a self-help 
group.  We simply meet once a month and pray 

together for each other’s loved ones in front of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Join with other mothers, grandmothers, step-mothers, aunts, Godmothers, 
etc., as we pray to grow in holiness and humility, and for our children’s 

faithful return to the Catholic Church. 

January 27 at 7:00 p.m.   
St. Thomas Daily Mass Chapel 

For more information visit  www.millionsofmonicas.com 

Weekly Collection 
  January 18 2026 

Fiscal YTD 
Collections needed ............................. $20,400 ...................................... $591,600 
Sunday Collections .............................. $14,532 ...................................... $381,134 
Electronic Collections………....…….....$4,800….….….........….………$193,214 
Total Collected………………..….…….$19,332…. ................................. $574,348 
Over/(Short)….................................... . $(1,068) ..................................... $(17,252) 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our 
mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 
your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 
contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 
tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your      
support.  

Sponsor of the Week 

Week of January 25
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK OPEN HOUSE  Sunday, January 25, 10:45 a.m., 
School Cafeteria 

ROSARY  Tuesday, January 27, 10:00 a.m., Chapel 

MILLIONS OF MONICAS  Tuesday, January 27, 7:00 p.m., Chapel 

CCD  Wednesday, January 28,  6:00 p.m., School 

OCIA  Wednesday, January 28, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

WOMEN OF THE WORD  Thursday, January 29, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall 

TMIY  Friday, January 23, doors open 6:00, program 6:30 a.m., ends by 
7:30 a.m., Parish Hall 

CHURCH CLEANING  Saturday following 8:00 a.m. Mass, Church 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
       Adoration  February 6 

 Grand-parenting & The Faith  February 9 
       Fr. Leo Reception  February 15 

Ash Wednesday February 18 

OCIA Schedule 

Jan 28:   Community and Moral Law, grace  

Feb 4:   Prayer, Universal Call to Holiness 
Feb 11:  Our Father, Hail Mary, other prayers, 
prepare for Lent 
Feb 18:  No Class—Ash Wednesday 
Feb 25:  Commandments 2-3-4  

Mar 4:  Commandments 5, 7, 8 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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When you go to the poor, you encounter Jesus

Have you been thinking about it?

We enjoyed our conversations with some of you at the ministry
fair recently held here at St Thomas, AND we are blessed and

grateful that several of you are now exploring the possibility of joining our
group of Vincentians!

It’s not for everyone, nor just for anyone, but being a member of the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul – being a Vincentian – IS for some. As
members of SVdP, we put our faith into action. The Vincentian vocation is
the intimate desire to participate personally and directly in helping the
needy by person-to-person contact and by the gift of one’s heart and
friendship, doing so within the communal spirit of a conference of lay
persons.

From the SVdP Manual
Our object is not only to relieve material misery, a very laudable purpose
in itself, but to aspire, especially, through the practice of that most sublime
of virtues – charity- to render ourselves better and more fervent
Christians…

From a circular letter by the president of SVdP to the organization in 1877
We once again invite you to join us in this journey. Please call 309-472-
9450 for more information. We thank all of you for your prayers and
support of this work.

~ Mary Kay Pilat

Holy Hour for the Unborn
and their Mothers!

Celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus
at the Temple on Feb. 2 by engaging in prayer
and action for vulnerable unborn children and
their mothers.

Join Pro-life Prayer Warriors and Knights of
Columbus at a Holy Hour for the Rights of the
Unborn on Monday, Feb. 2, from 7:00-8:00 pm
at St. Mark’s Church, 1113 W. Bradley Ave.,
Peoria.

The Holy Hour includes: the Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, rosary, adoration, and
Benediction.

Catholic Women's League
of Peoria, IL presents:

Women at the Well. If you want
living water, where is your bucket?

Lenten Reflection

Thursday, February 19th from 10 am - 12 pm
at St. Philomena Parish Center in Peoria, IL

1000 W. Albany, Peoria, IL 61604
Coffee & Donuts provided

Fulton Sheen Book Club
If you are interested in reading books by Archbishop Fulton
Sheen, please consider joining the Fulton Sheen Book
Club. We meet on Sunday evenings from 6:00 -7:30 p.m.
once or twice a month in the parish hall, and we have a
group text discussion as well. We will soon be choosing a
book with a Lenten theme.

If interested, please contact Rhonda Bachman by phone, text or email,
309-678-3905 or rhondabachman1@gmail.com.

~ God love you!

Rosary for Peace
Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.

Where: Small Chapel—St. Thomas Church

Where two or three gather in My name, I am there among
them. Matthew 18:20

Prayers offered: Rosary, Chaplet of Mercy, and a Few
Spontaneous Intercessory Prayers

Duration: 30 minutes or free to leave early
All parishioners and friends welcome

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This scholarship opportunity is for students in grades K-12 

Pray with the Pope 
January 2026 

For Prayer With The Word Of God 
Let us pray that praying with the 
Word of God be nourishment for 
our lives and a source of hope in 
our communities, helping us build a more 
fraternal and missionary Church.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 

Last Name ______________________________________________________ 
 
First Name(s) __________________________________Mr __ Mrs __  Ms ___ 
 
Email ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
City_______________________________________       ZIP________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________________________________________ 
 
New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 

  

St. Thomas - Food Pantry 
 

Items needed at this time are:   Rice, Mac and 
Cheese, Crackers, Pasta Sauce, Cereal, 
Canned Meat, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Canned 
Fruit and Vegetables, Pancake Mix, Syrup, 
Canned or Dry Beans (Legumes), Hamburger/
Chicken/Tuna Helper  

 
Thank you!   

Kelly Needham Memorial Blood 
Drive 

The Kelly Needham Memorial Blood Drive will be 
Saturday, Feb 21, 2026 from 8am-12pm in the St. 
Philomena Parish Center. To make an 
appointment, go online  
to www.redcrossblood.org and type stphils in the 
box at the top that says Find a Blood Drive. You 
may also call St. Philomena at 309-682-8642, ext. 
2112. 
 
Kelly was a Peoria native and graduate of both St. 
Philomena School and Peoria Notre Dame High 
School. Since our first drive in his memory in 2013, 
we have collected 703 pints - each pint helping 
three people. Please give blood in Kelly’s memory. 

Feast of Saint Maron  
with Bishop Tylka 

St. Sharbel Parish | Peoria  
Sunday, February 8 

Divine Liturgy at 10:00am, with  
Bishop Lou Tylka presiding,  

followed by a luncheon in the parish hall.   
 
We kindly request that you RSVP by the end of 
day on Sunday, February 1, to help us prepare 
for the luncheon.  RSVP 
at stsharbelchurch.org - thank you! 

Attention Spalding-AOL Class of 1961  
 

We'll hold our 65th Class Reunion on May 16     
at the Lariat in Peoria.  

 

To RSVP or ask questions, please contact any of 
these classmates:  Bob Knott @ 309-253-7757 
or bobknott@sbcglobal.net;  Larry Cooksey @ 
309-745-9442 or ljc236@comcast.net;  Alma 
Meeks Holm @ 309-635-8702 or  
j.holm@mchsi.com;  Sheila Flaherty @ 309-253-
0092 or tsirish@mtco.com.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How to Submit Bulletin Information 
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin.  
 
Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior.  
 
Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.   
 
Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT send PDFs. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class. 

Confessions 
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

&  
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard. 

Parish Office Hours  
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave 
a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press: 
    3  -  Msgr. Gray 
    0  -  Tracey – Administrative Assist. 
           1341  -  Sheris—Finance & Tuition 
              1310  -  Kate—Faith Formation  
           1301  -  Peggy—Bulletin   
If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 
welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 
downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 
Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. every day. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1208

...or scan
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